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crass ignorance of the prechristian period. He
bemoaned that even the excitement of the war
was not waking up the Chinese to a sense of their
duties to themselves and the world. Alas! they
were still trusting to the ancient precepts, and
too often to those silly painted gods of luck that
leered in the dusty recesses of their village
temples.

Then suddenly in the gloom of this uneven war
there was an incident that showed that after all
the Chinese were not devoid of patriotism, al-
though held in ignorance by the tyranny of the
foreign Manchus. This incident presented itself
when a French cruiser, which, coming down from
Taiwan, was badly damaged, put into Hong Kong
for repairs. The Chinese coolies refused to work
upon it on the ground that, although in a neutral
port, it was an enemy ship and, when repaired,
would do damage to China, their country.

This stanch stand gave young Sun definite
courage in his hopes for reform. The boycott on
the repair work of the cruiser showed that the
patriotism of the Chinese was being properly
awakened, although in a small, sluggish, and pas-
sive way. It showed that soon the transition to ac-
tivity would come. That was the trouble with the
Chinese people: they were too passive, too sub-
missive. The opposition that they made was mere
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